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ISugar Plantations. 


VA Efore England had any Sugar Planta- 
tions ot its own, Portugal had a- 
bout Four Hundred Thouſand 
* p< Pounds per Annum for Sugar from 
, England, to the great Inriching of 


B 
* 


' NV. 2. 
\ "; 8 ne 


: * 
* 


- 


- 

- — 

a toy, #8 [#2 
»v "<< F, 


oe the Ezgliſh Encouragement to Adventure yin 
4 up- 


Puanticics of Sugars have been Tranſported to Foreign 
arkets, to the vaſt increaſe of the Wealth ofthe Kingdom, 
nd by conſequence the value of the Lands of England. 


Inthe Tra le to che Engliſh Sugar Plantations, about 
Joo Seil of Engli/ Ships and 8000 Seamen are annually 
nployed. 


All the Ships that go from England are Loaden with 
Manufactures and Proviſions for the Supply of the Plan- 
ations, with Cloaths, Tools, and Utenfils, and Victu- 
al, which all pay Cuſtom to the King outward, and on 
which many Families in England do ſubſiſt. The 


77 AF 
| PI; 


The Planters have at their Coſt, brought aboveſſo 
100000 Negroes from Africa, whereby ſo many New 
Subjects are added to the Crown. 


The French King taking Notice of the great Wealth and 
Strength the Sugar Plantations bring to the Kingdom o 
England, andialſo of the difficulties the Engliſh Plantati. 
ons are under, by reaſon of the Acts of Trade and Navi 
gation, which enjoyning all the Sugars of the Engliſh 
Plantations to be brought home to England, and there 
to be Landed, and pay the King a Cuſtom before it can 
be Tranſported to any Forreign Markets, which is : 

great Charge, hath thought it teazible , and with greaf 
Application hath ſer. himſelf to become Maſter of thai 
Trade; and the Dutch have done the ſame, and prantf 
ing more eaſe to their Planters, in producing anc 
diſpoſing of their Sugars, than the Engliſo have, the 
French are ſo far increaſed, that their Sugar Plantationsf 
which are Martinico, Guadeloufe, Marigalant, Grenados ] 
St. Chriſtophers, Kayan , and part of Hiſpaniola, do 
already find an Employment for Two hundred Sail 
of Ships, and Seamen proportionable, andare increaſing} 
daily: And the Dztch have already many Ships annually 

Loaden with Sugar from Surinam, which they make 


a Buſineſs of State to Improve. 


This Increaſe of the Sugar Trade of the French and 
Dutch , hath brought thoſe Sugars that were worth be- 
tween 5 and C1. the Hundred Weight, when the laſt 
Bookof Rates was made, tobe worth now not above 3s s. 
out of which the Planter pays 5 s. Cuſtom , and 4: per 
Hundred to the King in the Plantations ; infomuch that 
an Eſtate that was formerly worth 2000 J. per Annum in 
the Plantations, is not now worth 600 J. per Aunum; and 
if any further Impoſition be laid, will yield little or no- 
thing, to the undoing many Thouſand Exgliſb Families, 
many of which reſide in England ; for which * = 
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Planters intended to have Addreſs'd to this Parliament, 
veſlfor reducing the Boo“ of Rates to the preſent Value of 
WI 2475+ 


This low Value of the Commodity cauſes the Inhabi- 
ants ofthe Engliſh Colonies to forſake them, and remove 
o other places, whulſt the King of France uſeth all Ima- 
inable Induſtry to ſtrengthen and fill his Plantations; 
ſome of which are in ſight of ours) with Inhabitants, 
aving made Dunkirk, a Free Port for his own Sugars, 
where no Cuſtoms are paid in or out; by reaſon of which 
he Markets of Flanders and Holland, &c. are furniſhed 
ith French Sugars at 25. 6 d. per Hundred cheaper than 
e Engliſh can, by reaſon of the Acts of Trade and Na- 
Wigation. 


This Increaſe of the Strength of the French Plantations 
d decreaſe of the Englisb, hath made many of the Plant- 
Ts conſider of with-drawing their Stocks, for fear if a 
ar ſhould happen with France all would be loft. 


The Englisb Sugar Trade being apparently decaying 
nder the preſent Impoſitions upon Sugar, can by no 
xcans bear more and ſubſiſt; and it is of great advan- 
ge to France to have our Plantations ruined by more 
poſitions on their Sugars: for ſhould the French gain 
e Sugar Trade from the English , England would loſe. 
ic Imploy ment of 400 Sail of Ships and $000 Seamen, 
nd France would gain it, which would difter the preſent 
q allance of Seamen 16000, beſides the loſs of a Native 
"Wommodiry , that hath brought ſo much. Wealth to 


e Kingdom, and would alſo be the loſs of the Tradeof _. 1 
rica for Negro's. : . 


in ¶ Ic hath been ever the Practice and Policy of Trading 
ations, to ſet the Publick Taxes on Foreign Commodi- 
s and not thoſe of their own growth. 


n the time of the Uſurper Cromwell, when all things 
| were 
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[= were raked into to find a Revenue to ſupport his Uſur 
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England is an Iſland whoſe Wealth and Strength con 
i its in Trade, which cannot be preſerved but by being 
Mlaſter at Sea; and the Plantation Trade is near one half 
ol the Navigation of England, and whether it be ſo con 
venient to hazard the loſs of it by over-burthcning it, ſinqꝶ 

Af 8 may be ſet on Commodities of Foreig 

gro tb, that will be equivalent, is humbly ſubmitted. 


1 1 And whereas ſome ſeem to be of Opinion that an Im: 
poſition will fall upon the Buyer only, and not hurt ch 


Plancer, it is a Miſtake for the Reaſons following. i 
For it was found by Experience in the time of che lac 
Rebellion, when there was an Exciſe impoſed, the Buyel 
refuſed ro buy Commodities of the Importer, unleſs hg 
would clear the Exciſe, ſo that the Importer came gene 
rally to pay the Exciſe as well as the Cuſtoms. And it 
vell known that al Lommodities are in Value as there © 
a greater or leſſer quantity of them at the Market. 
the Impoſition 05 not leſſen the quantity of Sugal 
imported, it cannot raiſe the price, and then by conl@ 
uence the Impoſition muſt be born wholly by ti 


Phnter. If it doth leſſen the quantity of Sugar imports 
ed, it leſſens the Imployment of our Shipping 3 Sea 
IL Wen, and the Kings Revenue, and will conſtrain chol 
> Fanters who are forced to leave Making Sugar, to fol 


— On ee * 24 wt 
. » * ; — — 4. = 


2 - r — 2 
N — ru anprongs > 
* » n * ** — * * 

oy 4 i : 

# i 4 * # « 

% 
E < 
* $5 I , 


ne the Plantations , as having no Imploymert theres 
Which will ſo weaken. chem of Defendants, as they wil 
—nhrxrdtiobecomeapreytotheFre> ortheirown 
Negros which wall be: a total lo at Trage gg 
” FErglish Families, vvho in England and the Plantations 
ſubſiſted by that Trade of making Sugar, or by fur- 

niſhing Cloaths, Tools and Utenſils. 
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